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Kia ora festival directors,

This is the second Author Showcase produced by the Academy of New Zealand 
Literature (ANZL). 

We are writers from Aotearoa New Zealand, mid-career and senior practitioners 
who write fiction, poetry and creative nonfiction. ANZL Fellows and Members 
include New Zealand’s most acclaimed contemporary writers, including Maurice 
Gee, Keri Hulme, Lloyd Jones, Paul Cleave, Eleanor Catton, Anna Smaill, Witi 
Ihimaera, C.K. Stead and Albert Wendt.

This showcase includes information on writers who are available to appear at 
literary festivals around the world in 2018. In this e-book you’ll find pages for 
each writer with a bio, a short blurb about their latest books, information on their 
interests and availability, and links to online interviews and performances.

Each writer’s page lists email addresses so you can contact them or their publishers. 
Please note that New Zealand writers can apply for local funding for travel to 
festivals and other related events.

Ngā mihi,

Paula Morris
Contact: p.morris@auckland.ac.nz

ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

mailto:p.morris@auckland.ac.nz
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Catherine’s novels have achieved international acclaim. She is a multi-
award winner, including Best First Book at both the New Zealand Book 
Awards and the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize, the UK Betty Trask 
Award, the prestigious Katherine Mansfield Short Story Award and the 
inaugural Prize in Modern Letters. She was runner-up for the Deutz 
Medal, longlisted for the Orange Prize, and in 2003 was named best 
New Zealand novelist under forty by the New Zealand Listener. In 2017 
she won the Janet Frame Fiction Prize as well as the Acorn Foundation 
Fiction Prize – the country’s richest literary prize – for her novel The 
Wish Child. The book has remained on the bestseller list ever since its 
release, with Radio New Zealand calling it ‘a brilliant, brilliant novel…a 
masterpiece’.
The Beat of the Pendulum is currently longlisted for the 2018 Acorn 
Foundation Fiction Prize.

Experience and Interests
Novels, short stories, creative nonfiction, historical fiction. Catherine holds degrees in German literature, 
psychology and creative writing, and teaches creative writing at university. She has appeared at numerous 
literary festivals worldwide.

Availability/Restrictions
Available any time, subject to securing leave from teaching work. 

Links
ANZL bio page
Wikipedia
Pantograph Punch interview
Radio New Zealand interview
Victoria University Press author page 
NZ Listener review and interview
NZ Listener profile 

Contact
catherine@catherinechidgey.com
Publisher : victoria-press@vuw.ac.nz

Catherine Chidgey

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/catherine-chidgey/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catherine_Chidgey
http://pantograph-punch.com/post/catherine_chidgey
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/sunday/audio/201844592/catherine-chidgey-ockham-award-and-rising-early
http://vup.victoria.ac.nz/brands/Catherine-Chidgey.html
https://www.pressreader.com/new-zealand/new-zealand-listener/20161104/281556585386031
http://www.noted.co.nz/currently/profiles/ockham-literary-winner-catherine-chidgey-opens-up/
mailto:catherine@catherinechidgey.com
mailto:victoria-press@vuw.ac.nz
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RECENT WORK: The Beat of the Pendulum (Novel)
PUBLISHER: Victoria University Press
DOP: November 2017

The Beat of the Pendulum is the result of one year in which Chidgey drew 
upon news stories, radio broadcasts, emails, social media, street signs, 
TV, and many conversations. As Chidgey filters and shapes the linguistic 
chaos of her recordings, different characters emerge – her family, friends, 
and an extended family formed through surrogacy and donation. In her 
chronicling of moments of loveliness, strangeness, comedy and poetry and 
sorrow, Chidgey plays with the nature of time and its passing. The Beat of 
the Pendulum is also an exploration of human memory – how we acquire 
it, and how we lose it. This bravely experimental and immersive work 
draws us into the detail, reverberation and transience of a year in a life.

RECENT WORK: The Wish Child (Novel)
PUBLISHER: Victoria University Press
DOP: November 2016

At the heart of Chidgey’s new novel, an enigmatic voice tells of war-
time German families caught up in a nation’s dream. Two very different 
children become immersed in the puzzling mechanisms of power. Drawn 
together, as Germany’s hope for a glorious future begins to collapse, 
the children find temporary refuge in an abandoned theatre amidst the 
rubble of Berlin. The days Sieglinde and Erich spend together will shape 
the rest of their lives. The Wish Child is a profound meditation on the 
wreckage caused by a corrupt ideology, on the resilience of the human 
spirit, and on crimes that cannot be undone. 
I am the wish child, the future cast in water. I am the thrown coin, the blown 
candle; I am the fallen star.

‘a remarkable book with a stunningly original twist’
The Times (UK) on The Wish Child

‘brave, terrifying and tragic … Vivid, informed and profound, The Wish Child is a stunning achievement.’ 
 New Zealand Books
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Paul is an award winning author who lives in New Zealand, where his 
novels are set. His works have been bestsellers that have been translated 
into almost twenty languages. He frequently receives star reviews in 
Publishers Weekly, who have called his books ‘outstanding’, ‘powerful’, and 
‘thought-provoking. He has won the Ngaio Marsh Award three times, 
the Saint-Maur festival’s crime novel of the year, and has been shortlisted 
for the Edgar, the Barry, and the Ned Kelly. He has appeared at festivals 
in the U.K., Turkey, France, Germany, Australia, Canada, Denmark, Taiwan, 
Tahiti, New Caledonia, and New Zealand. When not writing, he is either 
playing tennis, or hitting golf balls. He’s thrown his Frisbee in 30 countries 
and is always looking to add more. A Killer Harvest, a novel about a boy 
who gets to see for the first time after receiving an eye transplant, is his 
latest novel. A new book is forthcoming in 2018.

Experience and Interests
Crime and horror writing, themes on justice and injustice, exploring what it takes to bankrupt a 
character’s morality in fiction. Paul asks the question in his books of ‘would you do the same thing in this 
situation?’ and how to make people root for the bad guy. Paul has been writing for over twenty years, and 
published since 2006 at almost a book a year – with ten books in total so far, and number eleven about 
to go through editing.

Availability/Restrictions
Being a full time writer means Paul can travel any time. He is often in Europe two or three times a year, 
or the US, or somewhere in the Pacific for a book release and interviews, signings, or other festivals. 
Festivals can be timed in with these other appearances.

Paul Cleave

Contact
Paul.cleave@xtra.co.nz
Publisher : Kevin Chapman at Upstart Press – Kevin@upstartpress.co.nz 

Links
ANZL bio page
Paul Cleave
Facebook
Simon and Schuster
Radio New Zealand interviews and reviews

Stuff.co.nz  ‘review of  Trust No One’ 
Stuff.co.nz
Publishers Weekly
Publishers Weekly

mailto:Kevin@upstartpress.co.nz
http://www.anzliterature.com/member/paul-cleave/
http://www.paulcleave.com
http://www.facebook.com/paulcleave
http://www.simonandschuster.com/authors/Paul-Cleave/70913054
http://www.radionz.co.nz/search/results?utf8=%E2%9C%93&q=paul+cleave&commit=Search
http://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/books/73828851/reviews-of-trust-no-one-the-book-of-memory-and-the-loney
http://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/books/83632233/christchurchs-paul-cleave-wins-ngaio-marsh-crime-writing-award-for-third-time
https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-5011-5301-3
https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-1-4767-7917-1
mailto:Paul.cleave@xtra.co.nz
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RECENT WORK A Killer Harvest (Crime Novel)
PUBLISHER: Upstart Press (among many others)
DOP: August 2017

Joshua is convinced there is a family curse. It has taken loved ones from 
him, has robbed him of his eyesight, and is the reason why his father 
is killed while investigating the homicide of a young woman. Joshua is 
handed an opportunity he can’t refuse: an operation that will allow 
him to see the world through his father’s eyes. As he navigates a world 
of sight, he gets glimpses of what these eyes might have witnessed 
in their previous life. What exactly was his dad up to in his role as a 
police officer? There are consequences to the secret life his father was 
living, and these consequences come in the form of a man hell bent on 
killing, consequences that bring this man closer and closer. Joshua soon 
discovers a world darker than the one from which he has emerged.

‘A gripping thriller. TRUST NO ONE draws us into a world where truth blends with delusion. This story of a 
writer losing his memory and bearings pulls us into a maze where fiction blurs into murder. I couldn’t put it 
down.’

Meg Gardiner, Edgar Award winning author

‘sensitive and astute ... while being gripping and darkly funny.’
The Globe and Mail

‘This powerhouse novel plays with the subtexts at the core of the mystery genre.’
Booklist

‘On almost every page, this outstanding psychological thriller forces the reader to reconsider what is real.’
Publisher’s Weekly (starred review)

‘A vivid, jangled exploration of mental illness, dark imagination, and the nowhere territory in between…. 
Cleave spins one nightmare scenario after another out of Jerry’s homely malady, leaping with such fiendish élan 
between past and present tense and first-person, second-person, and third-person narration that you may 
wonder if you’ve killed someone yourself.’

Kirkus Reviews
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Thom Conroy is a novelist, short story writer, essayist, and editor. His 
publications include two bestselling novels, The Naturalist, and The 
Salted Air (Penguin-Random House New Zealand). In 2017 he edited 
a collection of personal essays entitled Home: New Writing (Massey 
University Press) featuring various New Zealand writers. His short fiction 
has been recognized by Best American Short Stories 2012 and has won 
other awards, including the Katherine Ann Porter Prize in Fiction and the 
Sunday Star Times Short Fiction Competition. Thom has lead workshops 
and appeared at public literary events in New Zealand, the United States, 
and Australia. He is a Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing at Massey 
University. He is currently writing a novel about hope and climate change. 

Experience and Interests
Historical fiction; contemporary fiction; teaching creative writing; short fiction; personal essays; science-
fiction.

Availability/Restrictions
Best travel times are December – February. Travel is possible at other times by arrangement.

Links
ANZL bio page
Massey website
Radio New Zealand interview with Kim Hill about The Naturalist

Radio New Zealand interview with Lynn Freeman about The Salted Air

Radio New Zealand interview with Lynn Freeman about Home (with Sarah Jane Barnett)
Reading from The Salted Air

Penguin-Random House author page 
Radio New Zealand Review of Home

Radio New Zealand Review of The Salted Air 
Article on The Naturalist teaching Number 1 Bestseller in New Zealand

Contact
T.conroy@massey.ac.nz 
Publisher : Harriet Allan – HAllan@penguinrandomhouse.co.nz 

Thom Conroy

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/thom-conroy/
http://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/expertise/profile.cfm?stref=552930
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/saturday/audio/20145074/thom-conroy-channeling-dieffenbach
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/standing-room-only/audio/201803396/the-salted-air
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/standing-room-only/audio/201850435/homesick-blues-new-writings-about-where-we-live
http://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/lifestyle/80620122/What-words-weave
http://penguin.co.nz/authors/19-thom-conroy
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/201851598/book-review-home-new-writing-edited-by-thom-conroy
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/201803530/book-review-the-salted-air-by-thom-conroy
http://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatu-standard/news/10423758/First-novels-top-spot-humbles-writer
mailto:T.conroy@massey.ac.nz
mailto:HAllan@penguinrandomhouse.co.nz
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RECENT WORK: Home: New Writing (as editor)
PUBLISHER: Massey University press
DOP: July 2017

A compendium of non-fiction pieces held together by the theme of 
‘home’ and commissioned from twenty-two of New Zealand’s best 
writers. Strong, relevant, topical and pertinent, these essays are also 
compelling, provocative and affecting. What is home when it’s a doorway 
on a city street because you are homeless? What is home for urban 
Māori returning to their tribal lands? How do refugees make new homes 
while coping with the fact that their old homes are in ruins? In this 
marvellous collection, Selina Tusitala Marsh, Laurence Fearnley, Elizabeth 
Knox, Ian Wedde, Tina Makereti, Sarah Jane Barnett, Sue Wootton, Ingrid 
Horrocks, Brian Turner, Helen Lehndorf, Paula Morris, Anna Gailani, 
Nick Allen, Diane Comer, Gina Cole, Ashleigh Young, Lloyd Jones, Thom 
Conroy, Jillian Sullivan, Bonnie Etherington, James George and Martin 
Edmond show that the art of the essay is far from dead.

‘Continuing an ongoing conversation between smart people . . . The 
concept of home manifests in hugely diverse number of ways . . . What 
also is clear across these essays is that the idea of home isn’t static – that 
it’s dynamic, it’s shifting, it’s changing, it’s progressing . . The content is 
varied; the writers are uniformly excellent . . . They are essays of heft and 
weight.’

Louise O’Brien about Home

‘It’s wonderful . . . the characters are really eccentric, but they’re 
completely believable, and I think that’s partly due to the writing style. 
The prose is punchy; it’s dry; it’s very elegant. And it’s crafted expertly, 
sometimes in very short chapters with a quirky vibe.’

Sonja de Friez about The Salted Air

‘Weaving world history and local folklore together with a deft hand for prose, Thom Conroy has written a 
novel about a New Zealand that is at once familiar and alien. It’s always startling to be reminded how much the 
landscape of our country has changed in a relatively short time; Dieffenbach’s first voyage from Europe to the 
South Pacific on the Tory was in 1839.’

Briar Lawry about The Naturalist
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Tim Corballis is a novelist, essayist and art writer based in Wellington. He 
is the author of five novels through Victoria University Press: Our Future is 
in the Air (2017), R.H.I. (2015), The Fossil Pits (2005), Measurement (2002), 
and Below (2001). He is also the author of numerous short pieces and 
collaborative works. These include the video artwork Machine Wind with 
photographer Fiona Amundsen, exhibited in Auckland and Taipei, and the 
2013 Landfall Essay Competition winning essay ‘Winter’. Tim has received 
a number of major awards and residencies for his writing, including most 
recently the Victoria University of Wellington Creative New Zealand 
Writer in Residence (2015). He has degrees in mathematics and 
philosophy and a PhD in the theoretical humanities, and is currently a 
lecturer in Science in Society at Victoria University of Wellington.

Experience and Interests
Contemporary fiction, science/speculative fiction, science, essays, art writing, history of ideas, political 
thought, collaboration.

Availability/Restrictions
Best travel times: November 2017 – February 2018, July onward 2018.
Travel possible at other times.

Links
ANZL bio page
Victoria University Press author page
Radio New Zealand interview on Our Future is in the Air

Circuit video art podcast (most recent of several)

Contact
timcorballis@gmail.com 
Publisher : fergus.barrowman@vuw.ac.nz

Tim Corballis

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/tim-corballis/
http://vup.victoria.ac.nz/brands/Tim-Corballis.html
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/standing-room-only/audio/201851266/tim-corballis-our-future-is-in-the-air
https://www.circuit.org.nz/blog/circuit-cast-episode-48-inhabiting-space
mailto:timcorballis@gmail.com
mailto:fergus.barrowman@vuw.ac.nz
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RECENT WORK: Our Future is in the Air

PUBLISHER: Victoria University Press
DOP: July 2017

‘In the larger sense, perhaps, they were trying to make a future. 
Somehow, all around, they felt vaguely that things were collapsing. All 
they could do in the midst of that was create something.’
It’s 1975. A time of protest and upheaval is ending. A few years earlier, 
the world was in disarray. While protesters filled the streets, the Soviets 
disseminated time machine images of 9/11. Plans for jet air travel 
were shelved and the Twin Towers were never built. When time travel 
was made illegal, it moved underground – into a world of time travel 
machines servicing a demimonde of addicts, spies, bankers and activists. 
And now? In the fragile peace that follows, a few people isolated at the 
bottom of the world are starting to make their own clandestine journeys 
into the future. Our Future is in the Air is a captivating work about the 
invisible forces that make us who we are: science, politics, power – and 
our hoped-for futures.

‘A magnificent craftsperson… as well as being time travel, it feels very present, it feels a very 2017 book.’
Radio New Zealand (on Our Future is in the Air)

‘You couldn’t ask for a more perceptive, painstaking companion through the mazes of human thoughts and 
motivations.’

New Zealand Herald

‘His original and often complex reflections on the relationships of memory, place, time and life continue to 
challenge our ideas of the nature of fiction.’

Elizabeth Alley, NZ Listener

‘If you enjoy being led down the wide sweeping paths of history, politics, biography, and historical fiction, this 
novel would be perfect for your springtime reading. It bears the crispness of novels such as W.G. Sebald’s The 
Emigrants, and does what historical fiction is meant to do: to offer the hidden figures of the past a space to 
breath and a voice in the chasm of speculation.’

Azariah Alfante, Booksellers New Zealand (on R.H.I.)
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Wystan Curnow is a poet, critic and curator. He has written and read his 
work in many countries, and it has been translated into Russian, French, 
Italian, Dutch, Croatian, and Japanese. He has published five collections of 
poetry, edited eight books of essays, and curated twenty-five exhibitions. 
He co-edited the literary journal, SPLASH and now edits READING 
ROOM.
He has occupied writer’s residences in Buffalo (Poetics Fellowship,  
NYU), Champagne (Moet & Chandon), Tuscany (Seresin/Landfall), and 
Fortitude Valley (IMA, Brisbane). In 2005 he was made a Companion of 
the New Zealand Order of Merit. The Critic’s Part, his selected critical 
writings were awarded the AAANZ Gold medal for best essay collection 
for 2014, and his ‘Episodes’ was chosen as one of the Best New Zealand 
poems of 2015. He is Emeritus Professor of English at the University of 
Auckland, where he teaches mainly modern and contemporary poetry. 

Experience and Interests
Writing books, giving readings; curating exhibitions; collaborating with artists, architects, composers, 
whomever; thinking about poetics; creative non-fiction; contemporary art; popular culture; neo-liberalism; 
American Language writing; cartography; travel; New Zealand bi-culturalism, autobiography.

Availability/Restrictions
Say when.

Links
ANZL bio page
Complete US readings 1988-2009 here
Wystan’s room at Jackbooks
Audio: Radio New Zealand interview (2014)
NZ Electronic Poetry Centre page

Contact
w.curnow@auckland.ac.nz 
Publisher : www.hopkinsonmossman.com/publication/?item=Personal+Address 

Wystan Curnow

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/wystan-curnow/
http://www.writing.upenn.edu/pennsound/
http://www.jackbooks.com/reading.htm
http://www.jackbooks.com/reading.htm
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/sunday/audio/20157438/wystan-curnow-life-and-influences
http://www.nzepc.auckland.ac.nz/misc/online.asp
mailto:w.curnow@auckland.ac.nz
http://www.hopkinsonmossman.com/publication/?item=Personal+Address
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RECENT WORK: Personal Address 
PUBLISHER: Hopkinson Mossman
DOP: 2017

Personal Address is a new book that includes an exchange of letters 
between the artist, Nick Austin, and critic, Wystan Curnow. It is the best 
kind of book, a picture book, which contains Austin’s recent work and his 
Travelling Envelope paintings. This epistolary volume, with its charming 
occasional P.S’s, gives shape to Austin’s concerns and is matched by 
Curnow’s intellectual capriciousness.

‘I loved Personal Address and read it in one gulp, like a great cup of tea.’
Pantographic Punch

The Critic’s Part:  ‘Curnow…mixes art, life, setting and turns the abstract, 
universal time of the art he describes into something real and durational.’

Christina Barton

‘[Curnow’s] writings help us to understand how New Zealand art evolved out of its inward-looking nationalism 
(the early days of the mission) to take its place in the brave new global art world of the twenty-first century. 
Indeed, his writing enabled that shift. But, as much as Curnow wants New Zealand art to be part of a bigger 
discussion, he refuses to sacrifice place, recognising that his unlikely location provides insights into and leverage 
upon the dynamics of ‘international art’ and ‘world art’. Curnow’s self-consciousness—and his commitment 
to putting his own practice into a historical context—makes his back catalogue of writings of singular value in 
understanding our current moment; in tracking how we got here and in imagining where to next.’

Robert Leonard, Contemporary Art Writer and Curator
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Charlotte Grimshaw is an award-winning author of six critically 
acclaimed novels and two outstanding collections of linked stories. She 
is a winner of the BNZ Katherine Mansfield Award. Her story collection 
Opportunity was shortlisted for the Frank O’Connor International Prize, 
and Opportunity won New Zealand’s premier Montana Award for Fiction, 
along with the Montana Medal for Book of the Year. She was also the 
Montana Book Reviewer of the Year. Her story collection Singularity was 
shortlisted for the Frank O’Connor International Prize and the South 
East Asia and Pacific section of the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize. Her 
novel, The Night Book, was a finalist for the New Zealand Post Award. 
Her monthly column in Metro magazine won a Qantas Media Award. She 
was a recent finalist in the Canon Media Award Book Reviewer of the 
Year. Two of her novels are currently being developed for television. 

Charlotte Grimshaw

Experience and Interests
Charlotte holds degrees in law and arts, and has experience working as a criminal lawyer. She has a 
strong interest in justice, psychology and politics as well as in literary fiction. Her short fiction and essays 
are widely anthologised, and she is an in-demand book reviewer, panellist, essayist and commentator. She 
has appeared at festivals in the UK, Ireland, Canada, Australia and New Zealand. 
She has described her collection of novels and short stories, many of which are linked, as her own 
attempt at the Human Comedy, in the spirit of Balzac. 

Availability/Restrictions
Available to travel to all destinations and at all times of the year. 

Links
ANZL bio page
Charlotte’s website
NZ Book Council page
Notes interview: Charlotte describes her writing day (2017)
Video: BBC interview (2013)

Contact
Grimshaw@xtra.co.nz
charlotte@charlottegrimshawauthor.com
Agent: Sophie Scard, United Agents UK – SScard@unitedagents.co.uk, CDawnay@unitedagents.co.uk
Publisher : Harriet Allan, Penguin Random House – HAllan@penguinrandomhouse.co.nz

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/charlotte-grimshaw/
http://www.charlottegrimshawauthor.com
http://www.bookcouncil.org.nz/writer/grimshaw-charlotte/
http://www.noted.co.nz/culture/books/a-way-with-words-charlotte-grimshaw/
http://www.bbc.com/news/av/entertainment-arts-23192801/meet-the-author-charlotte-grimshaw
mailto:Grimshaw@xtra.co.nz
mailto:charlotte@charlottegrimshawauthor.com
mailto:SScard@unitedagents.co.uk
mailto:CDawnay@unitedagents.co.uk
mailto:HAllan@penguinrandomhouse.co.nz
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Reviews of Soon (a novel set in New Zealand)
‘A tightly plotted, incisive depiction of the corrosive effects of power.’

US Publishers’ Weekly 

‘You shouldn’t get the impression that Soon is simply political satire ... 
Grimshaw is going deeper ... Soon’s almost a thriller, going places that you 
didn’t expect – a thriller with real ethical weight.’

Philip Matthews, Metro

‘Full of delicious political and social satire.’ The Daily Mail UK

Starlight Peninsula – a sequel to Soon

Review of Starlight Peninsula:
‘The other thrill of [Grimshaw’s] books, and Starlight Peninsula in 
particular, is the craft of their storytelling. Watching events unfold in 
Starlight Peninsula, from both inside and outside Eloise’s understanding, is an 
extremely exciting experience. Her real-time reflections of Simon Lampton as they discuss the death of Eloise’s 
ex-partner provided me with some of the most thrilling and nail-biting reading I’ve done.’

Metro Magazine

RECENT WORK: MAZARINE (Novel)
PUBLISHER: Penguin Random House New Zealand
DOP: February 2018

When her daughter vanishes during a heatwave in Europe, writer 
Frances Sinclair embarks on a hunt that takes her across continents 
and into her own past. What clues can Frances find in her own history, 
and who is the mysterious Mazarine? Following the narrative thread 
left by her daughter, she travels through cities touched by terrorism 
and surveillance, where the concept of relatedness is subtly changed, 
and a startling new fiction seems to be constructing itself. Charlotte 
Grimshaw’s new novel, Mazarine, is a highly topical, page-turning 
psychological literary thriller that explores terrorism, multiple personality, 
sexuality, gender identity and risk in the age of Trump. Set in Auckland, 
London, Paris and Buenos Aires, inspired by Dickens’s A Tale of Two 
Cities, it’s a mystery, a love story, and a meditation on the psychology of 
writing fiction. Mazarine has been described by Jane Parkin as “hugely 
compelling” and “beautifully written.” This a beautifully evocative, sensual 
portrayal of a woman’s search for freedom and love.

Previous titles Starlight Peninsula (2015) and Soon (2012)
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Experience and Interests
Jeffrey can discuss music and popular culture; the songs of Bob Dylan and Leonard Cohen, poetry of 
witness (social and political); PTSD (earthquakes, war service personnel’s families); alcohol and drug 
addiction, “The Thirsty Muse”); domestic violence; Māori and Pākehā; Japan and the kamikaze; Germany 
in history and today; flight, avian and human. Jeffrey has recently appeared at the Going West Festival, 
Titirangi, Auckland and Word Festival, Christchurch. 

Availability/Restrictions
Available subject to work leave.

Jeffrey Paparoa Holman
Jeffrey is a Christchurch poet and writer of non-fiction. He has worked 
as a sheep-shearer, postman, psychiatric social worker and bookseller. 
He was the 2011 Waikato University Writer-in-Residence and in the 
same year shortlisted for the Ernest-Scott History prize, Australia. 
His collection of poetry, SHAKEN DOWN 6.3: Poems from the Second 
Christchurch Earthquake, was published by Canterbury UP in 2012. That 
same year he was awarded the Creative New Zealand University of 
Iowa Residency. There he wrote The Lost Pilot: A Memoir (Penguin  
New Zealand, 2013). In 2014, Jeffrey travelled to Berlin on a Goethe-
Institute scholarship, pursuing research for his latest project, a family 
history based on links with his German relations. He is currently senior 
adjunct fellow in the School of Humanities and Creative Arts at the 
University of Canterbury.

Contact
jeffrey.holman@canterbury.ac.nz
Publisher : universitypress@canterbury.ac.nz

Links
ANZL bio page
Radio NZ interview (2013)
Youtube Reading from Blood Ties (Sept, 2016)
Youtube Reading (Sept, 2016)
NZ Electronic Poetry Centre poet page
Landfall review

Elsewhere review of Dylan Junkie (2017)
Pantograph Punch review of Blood Ties (2017)
Youtube: Poem reading “Dark with nouns” from 
Blood Ties (2017)  
Landfall review of The Lost Pilot (2014)
Elsewhere review of The Lost Pilot (2013)

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/jeffrey-paparoa-holman/
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/2556091/feature-guest-jeffrey-paparoa-holman
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nkBwpcMYYtI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_TqD-uw1ts
http://www.nzepc.auckland.ac.nz/features/tapa/holman.asp
http://www.landfallreview.com/on-the-kamikaze-trail/
https://www.elsewhere.co.nz/writingelsewhere/8005/dylan-junkie-by-jeffrey-paparoa-holman/
http://pantograph-punch.com/post/blood-ties
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_TqD-uw1ts&feature=youtu.be
http://www.landfallreview.com/on-the-kamikaze-trail/
https://www.elsewhere.co.nz/othervoicesotherrooms/5779/guest-writer-jeffrey-paparoa-holman-introduces-his-acclaimed-memoir-the-lost-pilot/
mailto:jeffrey.holman@canterbury.ac.nz
mailto:universitypress@canterbury.ac.nz
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RECENT WORK: Blood Ties: New and Selected Poems  
1963-2016 (Poetry Collection)
PUBLISHER: Canterbury University Press, New Zealand
DOP: February 2017

Woven from the sharp and tensile strands of memory, many of the 
poems in this collection return to the primal pains of neglect and damage 
in childhood. Emotional memory is anchored in the specific detail of an 
era – the selection is laced with dreams of flight and memories of West 
Coast town rituals, places and people – and fans out to draw on local and 
international history, exploring with wit, anger, imagination and grief the 
ways in which Aotearoa still carries the wounds of colonisation and class.

RECENT WORK: Dylan Junkie (Poetry Collection)
PUBLISHER: Mākaro Press, New Zealand
DOP: April 2017

From the moment in mid 1965 when the urgent, cheeky, street-smart 
rap of ‘Subterranean Homesick Blues’ burst out of the family radio, Bob 
Dylan’s voice has been embedded in the soundtrack of Jeffrey Paparoa 
Holman’s life. Through thick and thin, elation and desolation, he has 
followed the American Shakespeare as far as Dylan’s old Iron Range 
home, a thousand-mile pilgrimage in 2012 from Iowa City to Hibbing, 
Minnesota. The poems of Dylan Junkie grasp at the Robert Zimmerman 
that changed us, enraged us, blessed and mystified us right until Dylan 
was awarded, and grudgingly accepted, the Nobel Prize for literature. 
 
A collection that growls with a familiar voice while joyfully singing its own.

‘[Holman] adds spiritual illumination to a largely hidden subject … best of all, he asks questions, and expects us 
to continue the conversation into the next generation.’

Landfall Review on The Lost Pilot: A Memoir (2013) 

‘From hard, wounded men … to a softened, bicultural masculinity…Holman bends the New Zealand tradition 
in new and interesting ways.’

Christchurch Press (2002)
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Witi Ihimaera is one of New Zealand’s most prolific and accomplished 
authors. Pioneering Māori novelist and short story writer, Witi is 
three-time winner of the Wattie/Montana Book of the Year award, and 
Katherine Mansfield fellow and playwright. His first novel, Tangi, won the 
Wattie Book of the Year Award in 1974, a feat he repeated with The 
Matriarch1986. His celebrated novel Bulibasha, King of the Gypsies, now 
adapted as the film Mahana, won the Montana Book of the Year award 
in 1995. Witi’s other novels and short story collections include The Whale 
Rider (also adapted as an internationally successful film); Dream Swimmer 
(sequel to the award-winning The Matriarch); Pounamu, Pounamu and 
Nights in The Gardens of Spain. In 2015 he published the first volume 
of his autobiography, Māori Boy. In 2017 Witi was awarded the Prime 
Minister’s Award for Literary Achievement.

Experience and Interests
Witi has appeared in numerous international festivals. He tutored writing at the University of Auckland. 
He can discuss his work, the politics of Māori literature, New Zealand and Pacific literature, Māori and 
world indigenous literature and Māori literature and film, using his own work as platforms for discussion. 

In 2017 this will include the anthology Black Marks on the White Page co-edited with Tina Makereti, the 
novel Sleeps Standing about the Battle of Orakau and Native Son, the second volume of his memoir. 

Availability/Restrictions
Available, no restrictions.

Links
ANZL bio page
Youtube: Interview at York Festival (2013)
Youtube: Reading at Frankfurt festival (2012)
Audio: Radio NZ – Witi discusses his memoir Māori Boy (2015)

Contact
w.ihimaera@auckland.ac.nz
Publisher : information@penguinrandomhouse.co.nz

Photo credit: Maja Mortiz

Witi Ihimaera

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/witi-ihimaera/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3e8cX6RcfZM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8fjthRObDQ
http://www.radionz.co.nz/news/national/258896/witi-ihimaera-'bites-bullet'-with-memoir
mailto:w.ihimaera@auckland.ac.nz
mailto:information@penguinrandomhouse.co.nz
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NEW WORK: Sleeps Standing [with Hemi Kelly]  
(Historical fiction)
PUBLISHER: Penguin Random House
DOP: 2017

Both fiction and fact, this book is a kaleidoscopic exploration of the 
Battle of Orakau. During three days in 1864, 300 Maori fought an 
Imperial army in a battle that marked the end of the Land Wars in 
the Waikato and resulted in vast tracts of land being confiscated for 
European settlement. This book takes a Maori perspective. It is centred 
around Witi Ihimaera’s moving novella, Sleeps Standing, which views the 
battle through the eyes of a 16-year-old boy named Moetu. Alongside 
the novella are non-fiction narratives from Maori eyewitnesses, together 
with images and a Maori translation by Hemi Kelly, further giving voice to 
and illuminating the people who tried to protect their culture and land.

RECENT WORK: Co-editor [with Tina Makereti] of Black 
Marks on the White Page (Short Story Anthology)
PUBLISHER: Penguin Random House New Zealand
DOP: Mid 2017

Black Marks on the White Page is an anthology celebrating the most vibrant, 
politically provocative and aesthetically exciting work by Māori and Pasifika 
writers in the last decade. Like Maui, we have cast our net wide and 
paddled our canoe far to discover new legends, but like our forebears we 
also know which stars to follow to bring us home. For too long we have all 
been thinking within boxes constructed by old theoretical maps. It’s time 
to break out, join our imaginations and navigate by a single star system. This 
anthology collects new and boundary-pushing work from the Pacific and 
all over Aotearoa New Zealand, including short fiction from Patricia Grace, 
Witi Ihimaera, Albert Wendt and other Commonwealth Writers Pacific 
Regional Short Story and Book Award winners.

‘Moetu is a wonderful character, and vividly drawn .... The novella is printed in English on the right-hand page, 
and in Kelly’s Maori translation on the left. It is followed by some other eyewitness testimonies from those 
involved in the battle. These are as vitally written as the novella, though the details vary – in the midst of a battle 
no-one will know exactly what’s going on .... the value of the Maori translation is that it enables those whose 
grasp of the language is not yet strong to check their understanding of what they’re reading from the opposite 
page. For non-Maori speakers, the book gives a different perspective on a battle that’s not always been 
presented from the Maori side.’

Mike Crow, Otago Daily Times
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Graeme Lay was born in Foxton, New Zealand, in 1944. He was raised in 
coastal Taranaki and attended Victoria University of Wellington. He began 
writing in the mid-1970s.
Since then, working from his home on Auckland’s North Shore, Graeme 
has published both fiction and non-fiction. His more than forty books 
include novels for adults and young adults, collections of short stories 
and travel writing, and several works of non-fiction. His best-known work 
is his best-selling trilogy of novels based on the life of explorer James 
Cook. 
A practised public speaker, Graeme has been on many writers’ panels 
and has been a guest at several literary festivals. His short stories have 
been widely anthologised.

Experience and Interests
Graeme has a particular interest in the cultures and history of the South Pacific, a region through which 
he has travelled extensively. Many of his books have a South Pacific island setting, and themes of cultural 
contact between Polynesian and European people. 

Availability/Restrictions
Best travel times: June, July, August, September. Travel possible at other times.

Links
ANZL bio page
Book Council
Harper Collins
Radio New Zealand review of Fletcher of the Bounty (2107)
Stuff.co.nz review of Fletcher of the Bounty (2017)

Contact
graemelay@xtra.co.nz

Graeme Lay

https://www.anzliterature.com/member/graeme-lay/
http://www.bookcouncil.org.nz/writer/lay-graeme/
http://www.harpercollins.co.nz/cr-111610/graeme-lay
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/201859335/book-review-fletcher-of-the-bounty-by-graeme-lay
https://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/books/95102993/book-review-fletcher-of-the-bounty-by-graeme-lay
mailto:graemelay@xtra.co.nz
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RECENT WORK: Fletcher of the Bounty  
(Novel – Historical fiction)
PUBLISHER: HarperCollins
DOP: July 2017

The story of Fletcher Christian, sailor, adventurer and mutineer of the 
HMS Bounty. From New Zealand’s master historical novelist comes 
an enthralling maritime saga of the most notorious and far-reaching 
rebellion in naval history, and the relationship between Englishman 
Fletcher Christian and Isabella, his Tahitian lover. On 28 April 1789 
Fletcher and his followers take control of HMAV Bounty and set 
commander William Bligh adrift in the ship’s launch. What follows is a 
story brimming with conflict as Fletcher, his fellow-mutineers and their 
Tahitian women seek sanctuary from the wrath of the Royal Navy, then 
attempt to build a new society on remote Pitcairn Island. But their 
attempts are doomed, as envy, lust and racism destroy the Utopia that 
Fletcher and Isabella dreamed of. This is historical fiction at its finest.

‘Graeme Lay explores the enigmatic character of Fletcher Christian in this well-written and well-researched 
novel, and the author has created a page-turning read that brings history to life. Fletcher of the Bounty is an 
enthralling saga, which grips from the opening page to the last’.
 NZ Book lovers

‘The book will appeal to adults who love a good yarn but baulk at reading history’
Stuff

‘Lay is a really colourful story-teller. His knowledge of the Pacific, and the era, really shine through. And his 
snappy, precise writing style, make this an easy-reading, page-turner.’

Kiwi Families
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Experience and Interests
Indigenous writing; contemporary Māori and Pasifika literature; creative writing teaching; personal essays 
and short stories; postcolonial writing; ethnicity and empire; multiple ethnic origins.

Availability/Restrictions
Best travel times: November – February; June/July. Travel possible at other times depending on 
commitments. May be in UK June/July 2018.

Tina Makereti
Tina Makereti’s books include an edited anthology of Māori and Pasifika 
fiction, Black Marks on the White Page (Vintage, 2017), Where the Rēkohu 
Bone Sings (Vintage, 2014), described as a New Zealand classic and ‘a 
remarkable first [book that] spans generations of Moriori, Māori and 
Pākehā as they grapple with a legacy of pacifism, violent domination and 
cross-cultural dilemmas’, and Once Upon a Time in Aotearoa (2010). In 
2016 she won the Pacific Commonwealth Short Story Prize with her 
story, ‘Black Milk’. She has twice won Ngā Kupu Ora’s Māori Book Award 
for Fiction, received a number of prizes and fellowships for fiction and 
creative non-fiction, and presented her work in Frankfurt and Taiwan. 
Her new novel, set in 1840s London, will be published early 2018.

Links
Tina Makereti
ANZL bio page
Penguin authors
Audio: RNZ interview discussing Black Marks 
(2017)
Pantograph Punch: excerpt from essay 
‘Extraordinary Anywhere: Essays on Place from 
Aotearoa New Zealand’ (2017)

Noted review of Black Marks on the White Page 
(2017)
Audio: Soundcloud interview on Commonwealth 
Prize story ‘Black Milk’ (2016)
Audio: RNZ interview discussing Where the 
Rekohu Bone Sings (2014)
Granta publishes Commonwealth Prize-winner 
‘Black Milk’ (2016)

Contact
tina.makereti@gmail.com
Publisher : Harriet Allan – HAllan@penguinrandomhouse.co.nz

http://www.tinamakereti.com
http://www.anzliterature.com/member/tina-makereti/
http://penguin.co.nz/authors/60-tina-makereti
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/201848989/tina-makareti-black-marks-on-the-white-page
http://pantograph-punch.com/post/by-your-place-in-the-world-i-will-know-who-you-are
http://www.noted.co.nz/culture/books/witi-ihimaera-and-tina-makereti-gather-stories-of-colonial-resistance/
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/teahikaa/audio/20145867/where-the-rekohu-bone-sings
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/teahikaa/audio/20145867/where-the-rekohu-bone-sings
https://granta.com/black-milk/
mailto:HAllan@penguinrandomhouse.co.nz
mailto:tina.makereti@gmail.com
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RECENT WORK:  Black Marks on the White Page [Co-editor]
PUBLISHER: Penguin Random House New Zealand
DOP: 2017

A stunning collection of Oceanic stories for the 21st century.
Stones move, whale bones rise out of the ground like cities, a man figures 
out how to raise seven daughters alone. Sometimes gods speak or we 
find ourselves in a not-too-distant future. Here are the glorious, painful, 
sharp and funny 21st century stories of Maori and Pasifika writers from all 
over the world. Vibrant, provocative and aesthetically exciting, these stories 
expand our sense of what is possible in Indigenous Oceanic writing.
Witi Ihimaera and Tina Makereti present the very best new and 
uncollected stories and novel excerpts, creating a talanoa, a conversation, 
where the stories do the talking. And because our commonalities are 
more stimulating than our differences, the anthology also includes guest 
work from an Aboriginal Australian writer, and several visual artists 
whose work speaks to similar kaupapa.
Join us as we deconstruct old theoretical maps and allow these fresh Black 
Marks on the White Page to expand our perception of the Pacific world.

“Having won prizes for her short stories, with debut novel Where the Rēkohu Bone Sings Tina Makereti makes a 
bold foray into an area of New Zealand history that has been largely unrepresented and often misunderstood. 
Treading carefully, she examines the complexity of modern cultural identities that not only are products of 
loving cross-cultural relationships but also bear the bloody weight of historical acts of violence and injustice.”

Louise O’Brien, NZ Listener, 2014

“Tina’s extraordinary book embraces all manner of loves and strengths but as it faces the challenging and 
complex effects and behaviours of racism (amongst other issues), it shows too the power of story to delve 
deep. To take risks. To refract and reflect . . . it enters and shakes both heart and intellect.”

Paula Green, NZ Poetry Shelf, 2014

“Makereti’s alloyed style of writing disturbs default settings of time and space... Mortals and humans with god-like 
gifts talk to each other up and down generations, raising political questions about Aotearoa New Zealand now.”

Claire McIntosh, NZ Listener, September 2010

“ Tina Makereti’s characters move among places and people where mundane blends with marvellous; colloquial 
with lyrical; violent with self-sacrificial... Makereti is able to take a moment and examine its reality, even as she 
turns it into something symbolic and transcending.”

David Hill, NZ Herald, June 2010

http://nzpoetryshelf.com/2014/05/12/tina-makeretis-where-the-rekohu-bone-sings-never-loses-sight-of-the-ability-of-stories-to-sustain-us/
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Paula Morris (Ngātiwai, Ngāti Whatua) is an award-winning novelist, 
short story writer and essayist. Her short fiction and essays are widely 
anthologised, and she is an in-demand cultural commentator, festival 
panellist and chair, and book reviewer. Her four YA supernatural 
mysteries, published by Scholastic US, have sold over 400,000 copies.
She has been awarded numerous residencies and fellowships, including 
Bellagio (Italy), Brecht’s House (Denmark), Passa Porta (Belgium), and the 
International Writers and Translators’ House (Latvia). She has appeared at 
festivals in Europe, the US, China, South Africa, the UK and New Zealand. 
Paula’s degrees include a D.Phil from the University of York and an MFA 
from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop. She teaches creative writing at the 
University of Auckland.

Experience and Interests
Indigenous writing; contemporary Māori and Pasifika literature; creative writing teaching; contemporary 
American literature; personal essays and short stories; comedic writing; post-colonial issues around race, 
ethnicity and empire; urban fantasy YA.

Availability/Restrictions
Best travel times: November – February; June/July
Travel possible at other times

Paula Morris

Links
ANZL bio page
Paula’s website
Audio: RNZ interview discussing False River 
(2017)
E-tangata: Personal essay on Maori writers (2017)
Spinoff: Personal essay on race and literature in 
New Zealand (2017)

Video: Vimeo Auckland Writer’s Festival (2017)
Audio: RNZ interview discussing On Coming Home 
(2015)
Audio: RNZ reading of Rangatira (2015)
NZ Listener interview on Rangatira (2012)
Video: Youtube Ruined trailer (2009)

Contact
pjkmorris@gmail.com
Publisher : Harriet Allan – HAllan@penguinrandomhouse.co.nz

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/paula-morris/
http://www.paula-morris.com/
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/afternoons/audio/2018619880/the-little-libertarian-house-on-the-prairie
https://e-tangata.co.nz/news/paula-morris-our-maori-writers
https://thespinoff.co.nz/books/27-07-2017/book-of-the-week-an-essay-by-paula-morris-on-race-and-literature/
https://vimeo.com/221669405
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/queensbirthday/audio/201756582/paula-morris-on-coming-home
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/thereading/20170626
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLUySGS7DNg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xLUySGS7DNg
mailto:HAllan@penguinrandomhouse.co.nz
mailto:pjkmorris@gmail.com
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RECENT WORK: False River 

PUBLISHER: Penguin Random House
DOP: November 2017

False River is a unique collection of stories and essays around the theme 
of secret histories and deception. It ranges the world, from witch-burning 
in contemporary Denmark to evacuation in small-town Louisiana during 
Hurricane Katrina, exploring the lives and lies of bluesman Robert 
Johnson; the outlaw Billy the Kid; writer Laura Ingalls Wilder, author of 
the Little House series; and the author herself. Paula’s short fiction, with 
its trademark wit and astute observation, includes the collection’s title 
story, a finalist in the 2015 Sunday Times EFG Short Story Award. Paula’s 
previous books include the award-winning novel Rangatira, based on a 
true story of a group of Māori visiting London in 1863, and the long-
form essay On Coming Home, about writers in exile and her own return 
to New Zealand in 2015.

‘Paula Morris writes of an international New Zealand. Her work slips effortlessly and naturally across time 
zones and hemispheres, criss-crossing themes of race and culture with a cool, knowing style and claiming an 
ethnic territory that’s all her own.’

Kirsty Gunn

False River: ‘The sharp intelligence of the author, the skill in handling different genres, the factual research, the 
attention to telling detail and … the tender regard for forebears are all here, and all make this a wonderful 
read.’

Dominion Post

On Coming Home: ‘It’s fabulously literary and deeply personal, and its charm is to be found in the interplay 
between Morris’ own experiences and her evocation of the lives and writings of so many others … to be 
applauded as a contribution to the intellectual life of us, whoever we turn out to be.’ 

New Zealand Herald

Rangatira: ‘An extraordinary literary achievement.’
New Zealand Books
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Michael Morrissey is the author of eleven volumes of poetry, two short 
story collections, four novels, one memoir and has edited five other 
books – mainly short story collections. His first volume of poetry Make 
Love in All the Rooms was published in 1978. He was the first Writer-in-
Residence at the University of Canterbury and the first  
New Zealander to participate in the University of Iowa International 
Writing Program earning him an Honorary Fellowship in Writing. In 2012 
he was appointed Writer-in-Residence at the University of Waikato. His 
anthology The New Fiction (1985) was the first anthology of  
New Zealand postmodern short fiction. His more than 80 published 
short stories – many of which have won short story competitions – 
range from neo-social realism to the surreal and postmodern. A film by 
Costa Botes of a short story “Stalin’s Sickle” won the Clermont-Ferrand 
prize in France in 1988. A feature-length feature documentary by Botes, 
Daytime Tiger, (2011), deals with Morrissey’s experience of manic-
depression (aka biolar disorder) also the subject of his 2011 memoir 
Taming the Tlger. His twelfth book of poetry Poems from Hotel Middlemore 
will be published late in 2017.

Experience and Interests
Contemporary explorations of the novel particularly in Indian and American fiction; Film Noir and 
popular films; contemporary art; period TV features such as The Sopranos or Jeremy Brett’s series of 
Sherlock Holmes; architecture; ethnic music; the culture of big cities; relationship of mania and creativity.

Availability/Restrictions
Most of the time.

Links
ANZL bio page
Michaels’ blog
Video: Daytime Tiger trailer and interviews (2014)
Lee Murray review of Tropic of Skorpeo (2013)
Audio: RNZ interview discussing memoir Taming the Tiger and manic depression (2011)
Wikipedia bio page

Contact
michael.morrissey@pl.net
Publisher : coldhub@gmail.com

Michael Morrissey

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/michael-morrissey/
http://michaelmorrisseynz.blogspot.co.nz/
https://costabotes.com/daytime-tiger/
http://www.leemurray.info/tropic-skorpeo/
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/saturday/audio/2490124/michael-morrissey-manic-depression
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Morrissey_(writer)
mailto:michael.morrissey@pl.net
mailto:coldhub@gmail.com
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RECENT WORK: Memory Gene Pool

PUBLISHER: Cold Hub Press
DOP: late 2017

Of this, his eleventh book of poetry, Memory Gene Pool Morrissey writes: 
“These poems – which happily I consider to be my best yet – continue 
to explore my on-going concerns with time, the moon, and the sea; with 
history and memories of my parents who sadly left this world when 
I was still a young man. More latterly, due to the spectacular arrival of 
mania, and from time to time its darker cousin depression, I have written 
poems (as well as a memoir) about what it’s like to go mad. The singular 
condition of mania is that it departs of its own accord leaving the host 
shattered but dangerously enlightened as to what the mind is capable 
of. Now that I given up the poetry of complaint, it has freed me to rub 
up against the natural world and the world of fascinating objects and 
perspectives. The world and I are becoming better acquainted. And 
hopefully my sense of language has become sharper.”

Taming the Tiger: Michael Morrissey is at once patient and therapist, and his skill and experience as a fiction 
writer add style and zest. He writes with humour, self deprecation, and the enthusiam  of a born raconteur. This 
book will be of enormous benefit to those with the same condition, but will also engage the general reader. As 
a personal account it goes well beyond anything written by Oliver Sacks.”

Michael Corballis, Professor of Psychology, University of Auckland.

“Erudition jostles with hipness, cool with comedy, novel with autobiography…This quest, both moving and 
gripping, contrast with the wild international comedy of the author’s breakdown in Malaysia amidst his wife’s 
relatives, where as always, the internal rendition of the manic’s ecstatic logic is juxtaposed with objective views, 
brilliantly interwoven. These episodes illustrate the variety of modes of a book that defies the usual categories 
and is unlike anything else in New Zealand literature.”

Professor Bruce Babington

Tropic of Skorpeo: “Morrissey gives us fantastical political sexual satire at its very best. “
Lee Murray 

“The plot, as such, has a plethora of parallel plots that slowly weave together. It is, at times, hilarious, often very 
sexual, occasionally puerile, undoubtedly clever.”

NZ Listener

The Fat Lady & the Astronomer.: Michael Morrissey is our most talented literary surrealist and analyst of the 
mind’s cacophony. He has fertility of imagination, sensitivity for language, enthusiam for the bizarre.”

David Hill 
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Experience and Interests
Emma worked for ten years as editor then senior editor for Longacre Press, and is the new editor for 
the longstanding literary journal Landfall. She also freelances for local and overseas publishers, and on 
alternate years, runs a poetry workshop paper at the University of Otago. Emma is available to discuss 
her work, perform poetry readings and take workshops. She has attended the Auckland (2014) and 
Christchurch (2016) festivals.

Availability/Restrictions
Best travel times: January-April. Other times possible depending on husband’s travel commitments.
Countries preferred for solo travel: Australia/Pacific, UK, Canada. Other countries possible if my husband 
can accompany me.

Links
ANZL bio page
Emma’s website
Youtube: Interview discussing Billy Bird (Nov, 2016)

Contact
nealeemmaj@gmail.com
Publisher : information@penguinrandomhouse.co.nz

Emma Neale
Emma has published five novels and five poetry collections. Her work 
has featured in more than 30 magazines, newspapers and journals, and 
several anthologies. Emma has held the Todd/Creative New Zealand 
New Writer’s Bursary and received the inaugural Janet Frame/NZSA 
Memorial Prize for Literature (2008). Her novel Fosterling (2011) was 
short listed for the youth category of the Sir Julius Vogel Award and her 
fourth poetry collection The Truth Garden (2011) won the Kathleen 
Grattan Award for poetry the same year. Her poetry has been short 
listed for the inaugural Sarah Broom Poetry Award (2014) and selected 
for Best New Zealand Poems (2002, 2007, 2009 and 2014). She has 
been a University of Otago Burns Fellow, a University of Otago/Sir James 
Wallace Pah Homestead Fellow and a recipient of the Beatson/NZSA 
Fellowship. Her fifth collection, Tender Machines, was long listed for the 
Ockham New Zealand Book Awards (2016).
Billy Bird was shortlisted for the 2017 Ockham Fiction Award, and is 
currently longlisted for the 2018 Dublin Literary Award.

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/emma-neale/
https://emmaneale.wordpress.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbAKScx9TLw
mailto:nealeemmaj@gmail.com
mailto:information@penguinrandomhouse.co.nz


ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

RECENT WORK: Billy Bird (Novel)
PUBLISHER: Penguin Random House New Zealand
DOP: August 2016

Moving, insightful, lyrical and also at times very funny, this novel about 
a boy who, after a terrible accident, thinks he is a bird, is a supple and 
disarmingly frank exploration of parenthood. It’s also a novel about 
communication and language. With playfulness, yet also unforgettably 
poignant, this novel will unstitch – and then mend – your heart several 
times over.

‘Neale has mined the middle-class New Zealand family for all its domestic charm and quirks – the language, the 
rhythms and the routine of domesticity … Most winningly, Billy Bird is a serious novel driven by humour. Not 
humour as an afterthought or employed for occasional levity, but as the very essence of the book, its pulse and 
its heart.’

The New Zealand Listener on Billy Bird (2016)

‘Neale writes convincingly about loss and its aftermath: about the complexities of grief, the overwhelming 
burden of guilt, and how blind family and friends can be to each other’s suffering when they are swamped by 
their own pain.’

Otago Daily Times on Billy Bird (2016)

‘Whether it’s the fraught story of sibling loss underpinning her second novel Little Moon (Vintage, 2001), her 
poetry collection about motherhood and creativity, Spark (Steele Roberts, 2009) or the anthology, Swings + 
Roundabouts: Poems about Parenting, (Vintage, 2008), she’s long explored the joys and ordeals of being and 
caring for a child.’ 

Sunday Star-Times on Billy Bird (2016) 

‘Fosterling is testament to her virtuosity with words. She writes with intelligence, heart and a poet’s lyricism.’
The New Zealand Herald on Fosterling (2011)



ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

Experience and Interests
Australian and NZ literature, Chinese literature and culture, issues surrounding migration and 
displacement, censorship in literature, translation (she is learning German), and a strong interest in 
creative nonfiction works. She also enjoys travelling, and reading her own work at various events. A 
previous 20-year-career as an actor means that she understands how to hold an audience’s attention.
She has read at various global festivals including Chicago Festival of Humanities, Cuirt (Ireland), Vilenica 
(Slovenia), Brisbane Poetry Festival, Sydney Writers Festival, and the Kuala Lumpur World Poetry Reading, 
and at the wonderful Massolit Booskhop (Krakow, Poland). 

Availability/Restrictions
Vivienne enjoys travelling anywhere in the world. Her work situation (on short term contracts combined 
with bursts of residential writing) means she is fairly available all year. 

Links
ANZL bio page
Radio New Zealand audio interview (2011)
NZ Book Council bio page

Contact
vivplumb@gmail.com 
Publisher : Layla Tweedie-Cullen – layla@splitfountain.org

Reading at split/fountain in front of a wall drawing by Glenn Otto. 
Image by Ry Tweedie-Cullen, courtesy of split/fountain, 2016.

Vivienne Plumb
Vivienne Plumb is of Australian and New Zealand heritage, and an 
award-winning short fiction writer, poet, playwright, novelist. Her short 
fiction and poetry have been widely anthologised. She is a popular 
choice as a reader at regional (NZ) and international book festivals and 
poetry events. 
Her academic qualifications include a BA and an MA (Victoria University, 
NZ) and a DCA (university of Wollongong, Australia). She has been 
awarded several scholarships including an Australian Postgraduate 
Scholarship, a Sargeson Fellowship (NZ). In 2016 she held the University 
of Auckland writing fellowship, and during 2017 she will take up a 
Goethe Institut Language Scholarship in Germany. Towards the end of 
2017 a collection of her work will be published in Italian translation and 
will be launched in Florence. 
She has published nineteen books of poetry, plays, fiction, and one non-
fiction book about NZ theatre.

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/vivienne-plumb/
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/artsonsunday/audio/2458835/vivienne-plumb
http://www.bookcouncil.org.nz/writer/plumb-vivienne/
mailto:vivplumb@gmail.com
mailto:layla@splitfountain.org


ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

RECENT WORK: As Much Gold as an Ass Could Carry with 
illustrations by Glenn Otto (Compendium)
PUBLISHER: Split/Fountain
DOP: February 2016

Vivienne Plumb creates through the written word, Glenn Otto through 
line; this book combines their two narratives. The image/text conflation 
moves between form over meaning, and meaning over form. Otto’s 
exuberant gestures interact with Plumb’s luminous humour, as if two 
performers are present on the page together. As Much Gold as an Ass 
Could Carry showcases Plumb’s poetry, fiction and drama from a twenty-
year literary career. Within these large, funny, barbed, affecting themes, 
the power of the social construct – of what it means to be female  – is 
laid bare. Otto’s graphic wit ornaments and underwrites Plumb’s written 
traceries. This collaboration between artist and writer was initiated by 
Split/Fountain, as part of their ongoing engagement with publishing as a 
performative act.
 

‘Her poetry lays down autobiographical tracks that crackle with anecdote, opinion, love, loss and surprising tilts. 
Her fiction is both sinuous and lyrical, autobiographical and fablesque…This terrific anthology deserves a wide 
and welcome spotlight.’

The New Zealand Poetry Shelf on As Much Gold as an Ass Could Carry (2017) 

‘[This is] deliciously fablesque – a poem that would fit perfectly in Italo Calvino’s mammoth and brilliant 
collection of Italian folk tales … Vivienne’s poem has the momentum and structure of a folk tale where the 
morals and messages lurk in the seams. You have, for example, to keep your eye on the world, on the small 
details in order to nourish the bigger picture.’ 

The New Zealand Poetry Shelf on As Much Gold as an Ass Could Carry (2016) 

‘What drives ‘The Glove Box’ as well as most of the other stories in Plumb’s collection, is a sense of emotional 
doggedness, a persistence that suggests that everything matters. I believe this is how fiction behaves at its finest, 
instilling in us the hope that in spite of the worst life levels at us – calamity, entropy, death – it all counts, even a 
tin of old buttons.’

Landfall Review on The Glove Box and Other Stories (2014) 

‘Plumb has scripted the characters, ethos and argot of her late son’s generation with extraordinary accuracy. 
With the sure hand of a seasoned writer she has ensured each character has a past and future that meet in the 
present to clear dramatic effect, so that all their sound and fury will finally signify something.’

Theatre Review Online on The Cape (2013)

‘Plumb has a particular facility for a kind of intensely sensuous description that almost overwhelms.’ 
The New Zealand Listener (2004)



ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

Experience and Interests
Maggie has been an active member of the NZ Writing Community for the past 17 years. She has been 
the Chair of the Wellington branch of NZSA, served on the Randell Cottage Committee and residency 
panels, is a current committee member of the Wellington Writers Walk and for many years, ran a book 
group and creative writing class in a local women’s prison. She also stood in for Kate De Goldi on TVNZ 
doing book reviews on the ‘Good Morning’ Breakfast show. Her day job is teaching a Workplace English 
programme to adult ESOL students. Her writing includes fiction, poetry, non-fiction essays, travel essays, 
blogging and book reviews. 

Availability/Restrictions
Willing to travel anytime and flexible. Restricted only by time off work, which is seldom an issue.

Maggie Rainey-Smith
Maggie Rainey-Smith is a novelist, poet, short story writer, essayist 
and book reviewer. She has published work in Landfall, Sport, NZ 
Listener, The 4th Floor Literary Journal, New Zealand Books, Radio New 
Zealand and Essential New Zealand Poems. Her first novel About Turns, 
(Random House, 2005), was the first New Zealand novel to be made a 
‘Guaranteed Great Read’ and a best seller. Turbulence, her second novel 
(Random House, 2007), was written from a male point of view and 
received accolades for this on Radio NZ. Her third novel Daughters of 
Messene, (Makaro Press, 2015), a New Zealand best seller, is coming out 
in translation in Greece in late 2017. 

Links
ANZL bio page
Visit Maggie’s website
Read Maggie’s blog
Maggie on Twitter and Facebook
New Zealand Book Council 
Random House author page

Mākaro Press author page
Landfall review of Daughters of Messene  
(May, 2016)
NZ Listener review of Daughters of Messene  
(Dec, 2015)

Contact
maggie@at-the-bay.com
makaropress@gmail.com

https://www.anzliterature.com/member/maggie-rainey-smith/
http://maggieraineysmith.com/
https://acurioushalfhour.com/
https://twitter.com/atthebay?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.facebook.com/maggieraineysmithauthor
http://www.bookcouncil.org.nz/writer/rainey-smith-maggie/
https://penguin.com.au/authors/24-maggie-rainey-smith
http://www.makaropress.co.nz/makaro-books/daughters-of-messene/
http://www.landfallreview.com/dancing-through-time/
http://www.listener.co.nz/culture/books/my-big-fat-greek-family-reunion/
mailto:maggie@at-the-bay.com
mailto:makaropress@gmail.com


ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

RECENT WORK: Daughters of Messene

PUBLISHER: Makaro Press
DOP: 2015 (Greek trans. late 2017)

Artemis has the name of a goddess, but she has trouble living up  
to it. Instead she usually just runs away. She’s running now … away  
from the married man she’s been seeing, and the Greek community  
in New Zealand who think they know what’s best, and into the arms 
of family in the Peloponnese that she’s never met. It’s 2007. She carries 
her mother’s ashes and an iPod with recordings, which bit by bit tell the 
shocking story of what happened to Artemis’ grandmother during the 
Greek Civil War, over half a century earlier.
Daughters of Messene is a story of a family of women – those who 
stayed in that broken but beautiful country, one who went to the ends 
of the earth to escape what she’d seen, and another who returned 
not knowing what it was she was looking for. A powerful third novel by 
Maggie Rainey-Smith.
 

Daughters of Messene: ‘In Rainey-Smith’s novel, the characters are not merely walking; they are dancing. The story 
unfolds as a slow dance working its way into the reader’s bones … This is a novel about complex relationships 
and personal histories. And the personal histories are interwoven with the greater political backdrop of Greek 
history, from the uncovering of the ancient city of Messene, to the battleground at Gallipoli, to the Greek Civil 
War in the late 1940s.’

Michelle Elvy, Landfall Review

Turbulence: ‘a book that is written from the male perspective by a woman… it takes balls.  She makes 
generalisations about what it is to be a man that should really be insulting but they’re too accurate to really take 
issue with.’

John McCrystal Radio NZ

About Turns: ‘Rainey-Smith frees herself from the constraints of a great deal of women’s fiction by steering away 
from romantic love. Instead, she explores themes of friendship, infidelity, literature and class in New Zealand.’

Kimberly Bartlett, NZ Herald 



ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

Experience and Interests
Creative writing teaching and mentoring (NZSA and Whitireia Creative Writing Programme). Ngaio 
Marsh Awards judge (2017). Short story writing. Crime writing. Historical writing. CLNZ/NZSA Awards 
judge (2014-2016).

Availability/Restrictions
Available at all times – happy to travel.

Paddy Richardson
Paddy Richardson is the author of two collections of short stories, 
Choices and If We Were Lebanese and seven novels, The Company of a 
Daughter, A Year to Learn a Woman, Hunting Blind, Traces of Red, Cross 
Fingers, Swimming in the Dark and Through the Lonesome Dark. A Year 
to Learn A Woman (‘Der Frauenfanger’), Hunting Blind (‘Komm Spiel 
Mit Mir’) and Traces of Red (‘Deine Schuld’) have been published by 
the German publishers Droemer Knaur and ‘Swimming in the Dark’ by 
MacMillans, Australia and all have been finalists in the Ngaio Marsh 
Award. 
Paddy has been awarded three Creative New Zealand Awards, the 
University of Otago Burns Fellowship, the Beatson Fellowship and the 
James Wallace Arts Trust Residency Award and in 2012 represented 
New Zealand at both the Leipzig and Frankfurt Book Fairs. She is an 
experienced teacher of creative writing, has been a speaker at many 
writing festivals and is a mentor for both NZSA and the Whitireia 
Creative Writing Programme.

Links
ANZL bio page
Book Council bio page
Paddy Richardson Facebook
Audio: RNZ review of Through the Lonesome Dark (2017)
Audio: RNZ review of Swimming in the Dark (2014)
Reactions to Reading review of Traces of Red (2013)
Audio: RNZ interview discussing A Year to Learn a Woman (2008)

Contact
paddyr.writer@gmail.com
Publisher : Kevin Chapman – kevin@upstartpress

https://www.anzliterature.com/member/paddy-richardson/
http://www.bookcouncil.org.nz/writer/richardson-paddy/
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/201844815/book-review-through-the-lonesome-dark-by-paddy-richardson
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/2598526/book-review-swimming-in-the-dark
https://reactionstoreading.com/2013/09/08/review-traces-of-red-by-paddy-richardson/
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/artsonsunday/audio/1798106/a-year-to-learn-a-woman
mailto:paddyr.writer@gmail.com


ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

RECENT WORK: Through the Lonesome Dark  
(Novel – Historical fiction)
PUBLISHER: Upstart Press
DOP: 2017

Blackball, West Coast, pre-World War I. Three youngsters; Pansy, Clem 
and Otto. Life had an idyllic surface with a far from idyllic underside for 
youngsters in this mining town. As a World War approaches, the harsh 
realities become apparent – just because you are smart and motivated 
there is no certainty that you can advance yourself in this world, 
especially if you are a girl. With a light hand on a dark time in history, 
Paddy Richardson navigates the territory between Denniston Rose and 
Birdsong with great skill. Characters you want to cry for battle on against 
themselves, family, society and world events.

Through the Lonesome Dark is an engaging, at times heart-breaking novel from this experienced and versatile 
author. I predict this novel will win awards as it is so well-written, the characters are so well-drawn, and the 
setting is so real you feel like you are there.

Booklovers New Zealand

From a porcelain-smooth introductory passage about the West Coast town of Blackball that could serve as a 
model of exposition to students of creative writing – this, class, is how you set a stage – to scenes of trench 
life in World War I, Dunedin writer Paddy Richardson masterfully entwines the intimate and the global in her 
seventh novel, Through the Lonesome Dark. …… I doubt there is any genre or era to which Richardson could 
not apply her virtuosity; her knack for inhabiting the minds of others, especially women in duress, is uncanny and 
hypnotic, and the suspenseful, peek-behind-the-curtain glint of Through the Lonesome Dark is not exceptional but 
a hallmark of her storytelling. All this can’t be effortless, but Richardson makes it seem so, and for it she ranks 
among our most preeminent writers.

Stephanie Jones, Coast



ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

Experience and Interests
Elspeth has worked as a creative writing teacher, editor, and ghost writer. With UK writer John Man she 
worked on ‘A State of Blood’, telling the story of Ugandan Government minister, Henry Kyemba, and his 
escape from Idi Amin’s murderous regime. A later book, ‘The Siege of Mogadishu’ was also written with 
John Man. Family, friends, music and walking are the loves of her life.

Availability/Restrictions
From mid September to mid November Elspeth will be living in the Robert Lord Cottage in Dunedin. 
Available at all other times.

Links
ANZL bio page
Elspeth Sandys website 
Spinoff personal essay on Obsession, writing and marriage to Maurice Shadbolt

Contact
elspethsandys@gmail.com
Publisher : Kevin@upstartpress.co.nz

Elspeth Sandys
Elspeth Sandys has published 9 novels (‘River Lines’ was long listed for 
the UK Orange prize in 1996), two collections of short stories (‘Standing 
in Line’ won the Pen International, Elena Garro prize in 2003) and has 
written extensively for the BBC and RNZ. She has also worked in film 
and TV. Her stage plays have been performed in the UK and NZ. Elspeth 
recently published a fictional memoir titled ‘What Lies Beneath’. A 
sequel, ‘Casting Off ’ was published in September 2017. Her latest novel, 
‘Obsession’, was published in March 2017. Elspeth has held a number 
of literary fellowships and residencies, and in 2006 was awarded the 
ONZM for services to literature. She lives in New Zealand.

https://www.anzliterature.com/member/elspeth-sandys/
http://www.elspethsandys.com/
https://thespinoff.co.nz/books/08-03-2017/obsessive-love-elspeth-sandys-on-essentially-being-asked-to-reveal-intimate-details-about-her-marriage-to-maurice-shadbolt/
mailto:elspethsandys@gmail.com
mailto:Kevin@upstartpress.co.nz


ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

RECENT WORK: Obsession 
PUBLISHER: Upstart Press
DOP: March 2017

Two men and a woman: the woman obsessed with her husband; the 
husband obsessed with his island home and the country whose stories 
he has made it his mission to tell; the man obsessed with the couple 
whose dynamic both fascinates and repels him. Against a backdrop 
of two decades of social upheaval, this bitter-sweet tale of tangled 
relationships moves towards its dramatic, unpredictable conclusion.

‘A study of entangled human relationships ... the novel explores the way stories come into being, the way 
writers connect and disconnect, the way truth and imagination are crucial yet variable tools, the way personal 
experience is fertile yet dangerous ground. Fascinating. Haunting.’

Paula Green, Sunday Star Times (April 2017)

‘A book about a writer writing a book about a narrator obsessed by a writer, now there’s complexity. Yet 
Sandys manages this with ease … her control over narrative, structure and character effortlessly journeys us 
through her book and the two decades of NZ life and politics which underpins it. Another Sandys masterpiece’. 

Siobhan Harvey, NZ Herald (April 2017)



ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

Experience and Interests
Short fiction; poetry; poetic prose; personal essays and creative nonfiction; flash fiction; writing the body; 
writing trauma.

Availability/Restrictions
Travel possible at all times. Best travel times: October – February; June/July.

Links
ANZL bio page 
United Agents UK Author Page
NZ Society of Authors Page
Spinoff Book of the Week
Sunday Star Times review
Sunday Star Times column
Listener Review
Radio NZ interview
VUP Interview
NZ Festival article

Contact
tracey.slaughter@waikato.ac.nz
Publisher : Victoria University Press victoria-press@vuw.ac.nz

Tracey Slaughter
Tracey Slaughter is an award-winning fiction writer and poet. Her fiction 
has received numerous awards, including the international Bridport 
Prize 2014 and two Katherine Mansfield awards. Her poetry has also 
won multiple prizes, including being shortlisted for the international 
Manchester Poetry Prize in 2014. In 2015 she was the winner of the 
Landfall Essay Competition, and in 2010 she was the recipient of the 
Louis Johnson New Writer’s Bursary. Her 2016 book deleted scenes for 
lovers received rave reviews, with critics calling it ‘note-perfect, plentiful 
and pack[ing] an emotional punch that reverberates for days,’ and 
declaring ‘Slaughter has delivered a masterpiece.’ She has appeared at 
festivals and conferences in the UK and China. She holds a PhD and 
teaches creative writing at Waikato University. 

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/tracey-slaughter/
http://www.unitedagents.co.uk/tracey-slaughter
http://authors.org.nz/author/traceyslaughter/
https://thespinoff.co.nz/featured/19-05-2016/book-of-the-week-the-fuck-ups-and-bogans-in-short-stories-by-thames-writer-tracey-slaughter/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/books/81848608/review-deleted-scenes-for-lovers-tracey-slaughter
http://www.stuff.co.nz/entertainment/books/83224310/Victoria-University-Press-The-write-stuff
http://www.noted.co.nz/culture/books/deleted-scenes-for-lovers-by-tracey-slaughter-book-review/
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/standing-room-only/audio/201801620/tracey-slaughter-deleted-scened-for-lovers
http://victoriauniversitypress.blogspot.co.nz/2016/05/interview-with-tracey-slaughter.html
http://www.festival.co.nz/article/my-literary-inspiration-tracey-slaughter/
mailto:tracey.slaughter@waikato.ac.nz
mailto:victoria-press@vuw.ac.nz


ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

RECENT WORK: deleted scenes for lovers (short fiction)
PUBLISHER: Victoria University Press
DOP: 2016

Seventeen powerful stories of contemporary New Zealand life 
from a writer whose penetrating gaze reveals the full experience of 
her characters’ lives – tragic, comic, rich. ‘Tracey Slaughter brings a 
breathtaking lyricism to the short story: the language is at once baroque 
and raw, pulsing with risk and edgy desire. These exquisite pieces don’t 
just get under the skin; they smash and kick at the heart.’ (Catherine 
Chidgey)

‘The language sparked like a cut power line. I was shocked awake every time I picked this book up … ended up 
wide-eyed, brain buzzing, unable to sleep. Go and get it, and tell all your friends to do the same.’

Sunday Star Times

‘Slaughter’s cumulative descriptions are intoxicating. These stories are self-assured, forceful and filled with close 
observation – and yes, they do often punch you in the face.’

NZ Listener 

‘This is a stunning, feral, gut-punch of a book.’
NZ Books

‘Slaughter has delivered a masterpiece … Essential reading.’
Sunday Star Times

‘Slaughter has rejuvenated the short story with poetic finesse.’
Booksellers NZ



ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

Experience and Interests
Elizabeth is an experienced festival author, including appearances at both Auckland and Wellington in the 
last four years (two appearances at each). She can discuss work, poetry, has been a mentor for many 
years and can take poetry workshops or offer individual tuition.

Availability/Restrictions
Anytime, no restrictions.

Links
ANZL bio page 
Penguin Books author page 
Auckland University Press author page
ANZL interview by David Hill (Sept, 2016)
Stuff interview following the Sarah Broom Prize (2016)
Radio New Zealand audio interview (July, 2013)
Youtube: Festival interview (4mins, 2010)

Contact
elizabethsmither@xtra.co.nz
Publisher : press@auckland.ac.nz

Elizabeth at 2016 Auckland Festival.

Elizabeth Smither
Elizabeth is a New Zealand literary icon, in both fiction and poetry. A 
versatile writer, she has published widely in Australia, UK and USA, with 
eighteen poetry collections, five novels, five short story collections and 
two volumes of journals. Her numerous accolades include the Poetry 
Section of the New Zealand Book Awards (1990), the Montana  
New Zealand Book Award for Poetry (2000), the prestigious Prime 
Minister’s Award for Literary Achievement (2008) and most recently  
the 2016 Sarah Broom Prize. Elizabeth is a Member of the New Zealand 
Order of Merit (2001) and was named New Zealand’s first female Te 
Mata New Zealand Poet Laureate (2001-3).

http://www.anzliterature.com/member/elizabeth-smither/
http://penguin.co.nz/authors/81-elizabeth-smither
http://www.press.auckland.ac.nz/en/browse-books/all-books/books-2000/The-Lark-Quartet.html?cid=414001
http://www.anzliterature.com/interview/interview-elizabeth-smither/
http://www.stuff.co.nz/taranaki-daily-news/news/80132124/new-plymouth-poet-elizabeth-smither-wins-2016-sarah-broom-prize
http://www.radionz.co.nz/national/programmes/ninetonoon/audio/2562235/elizabeth-smither
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptrd5SNuJ8o
mailto:elizabethsmither@xtra.co.nz
mailto:press@auckland.ac.nz


ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

RECENT WORK: Night Horse (Poetry Collection)
PUBLISHER: Auckland University Press
DOP: Early 2017

Elizabeth Smither’s Night Horse is her eighteenth collection of poetry. 
Night Horse contains 60 new poems. The title poem describes a horse 
called Alice wearing a coat and eye mask moving mysteriously in a misty 
field at midnight with something of the appearance of a Sienese horse. 
Other animals appear but the subject range is wide: portraits of friends, 
family events, grandchildren, music and landscape.

‘Smither has so perfected her craft that the poems now seem effortless … that of a wry and ever-attentive 
observer wearing her learning lightly … She has a painterly eye for shape and colour, and often the poems 
themselves aspire to painting.’

Landfall Review on The Blue Coat (2013)

‘The Commonplace Book: A Writer’s Journey Through Quotations is pure delight from start to finish. Just as Smither’s 
poems stem from the careful reflection that comes deep from within, the three commonplace books from 
which she selects this material also have a cohesion that dispels any idea of mere, random miscellany …
Searching for her daily epiphanies, recollected memory leads Smither to a beloved poem, the visit of a friend, 
a shared meal or a memorable conversation. We journey with her from Rainer Maria Rilke, to Mary Elizabeth 
Coleridge, to the operatic society where she joins a “Pensioners’ and Poverty” party … This is an archive of 
thoughtful browsing, reflecting moods of comfort, contentment or sheer pleasure. Always there is the sense 
of a writer at work whose wise sensibility is deeply experienced, inspired, for whom writing is an everyday 
mysterious joy. This is an unmissable literary gem.’ 

The New Zealand Listener on The Commonplace Book (2011)

‘In Smither’s poems, the simplest details can be trapdoors to eternity – to “take in life” can be a promise or a 
threat.’ 

Hugh Roberts (2007)



ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

Experience and Interests
Apirana frequently runs writing workshops. He is interested in history, music and art.

Availability/Restrictions
As a self employed artist he can be available at most times given adequate notice.

Links
ANZL bio page
Book Council 
Canterbury University Press writer page
Anahera Press: online story ‘Marae Shuffle’

Contact
haka@paradise.net.nz
Publisher : kiri@anahera.co.nz

Apirana Taylor
Apirana Taylor, (Ngati Porou, Te Whanau a Apanui, Te Ati Awa and Ngati 
Ruanui tribes) is a nationally and internationally published playwright, 
poet, short story writer and novelist. He also works as an actor, story 
teller, painter and musician. He has won the Te Ha award for poetry 
and the IBM award for short stories. His poetry has been translated 
into: French, German, Italian and Spanish. Some of his stories have been 
translated into Norwegian, Japanese and Russian. He has held writers’ 
residencies at Canterbury and Massey Universities. He frequently 
travels nationally and internationally reading and performing his poetry 
accompanied by original traditional and contemporary Maori music.

https://www.anzliterature.com/member/apirana-taylor/
http://www.bookcouncil.org.nz/writer/taylor-apirana/
http://www.cup.canterbury.ac.nz/catalogue/catalogue_author_s-z.shtml
http://www.anahera.co.nz/
mailto:haka@paradise.net.nz
mailto:kiri@anahera.co.nz


ANZL Academy of New Zealand Literature
Te Whare Mātātuhi o Aotearoa

RECENT WORK: Five Strings (novel)
PUBLISHER: Anahera Press
DOP: 2017

Mack is a larger than life street philosopher and Puti is a former gang 
member looking for something more. Together they’re at the bottom 
of the heap. They live out their lives in a haze of smoke and alcohol, 
accompanied by a host of other characters scraping by on the fringes of 
society. Will any of them be redeemed? A humorous and poignant love 
story by a distinguished Maori writer.

‘This powerful idiosyncratic novel follows the damaged, dysfunctional lives of Mack and Puti, (her name means, 
‘flower,’ a touching irony) on the streets of an anonymous grimy city.

Calling an author versatile can imply width rather than depth but poet/dramatist/short story writer/storyteller/
novelist/pause for breath Apirana Taylor manages to bring the same lyricism unsettling truths and mischievous 
subversion to every genre he works in.’

New Zealand Herald

‘Relentlessly squalid though they are the documentary parts of, Five Strings, are credible and there’s even 
humour in the way Puti and Mack recognise their own uselessness and carry on.’

New Zealand Listener

‘He writes wonderfully well and simply at times. The spirits of Celine and Genet hover over these pages.’
North and South

‘It is an underrated pleasure to read a book and identify with its protagonists, to sit nestled inside their minds 
and language and in some books-to love another character through them. Apirana Taylors, ‘Five Strings,’ achieves 
this with two protagonists, Puti and Mack.’
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